On August 15th a large chap—
ter in my life will come to a close.
I will leave behind my life in
Ningbo, China, for another life
all together.

In a way, I did a similar type
of move when I left American for
a life in Ningbo 5 years prior.
Ningbo was my first experience of
leaving my home country for
something altogether different. I
remember the unique combina—
tion of excitement and apprehen—
sion as the long flight first came to
a rest in LiShe airport.

At that time I had no idea of
what it took to live life abroad in
Asia. Everything was new, scary,
huge and bustling.

Inalotof ways, Ningbo was
the perfect city to indoctrinate me
into the expatriate way of life. Its
size is big, but not the biggest. This
means that you can get a unique
combination of bustling Asian city
and traditional rural community.
Its proximity to the water also gives
it a palatable feel that welcomes
people from overseas. Thatis--- as
long as you like seafood. Its prox—
imity to larger cities as well as other
countries make it a great base of op—
erations from which to travel from.
Using Ningbo as a central loca—
tion, I made trips to Indonesia, the
Maldives, Malaysia, India, Thai—
land and New Zealand. I was able
to go from ignorance of the world
to a connoisseur, eager to explore
it even further. Its presence as a hub
of international trade also insures
that there is enough sprinkling of
English around that you don’t feel
completely lost. And a creative
mind can carve a job opportunity
out almost anywhere.

I have been luckier than most
here in Ningbo. I have been in—
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volved with some of the most a—
mazing and eclectic people I have
ever met. Relationships that have
been sparked here will burn for as
long as I live, and have shaped me
in ways I never thought possible. I
have had career paths that at times
careened around like one of those
bumper car rides at the carnival.

Moving from trading to teaching,

from party planner to television
host and producer.And with each
new opportunity more possibilities
were spawned.

And beyond the career op—
portunities were boundless cultural
ones. In 2011 I was lucky enough
to be able to sing traditional Ning—
bo style opera alongside Moon
Lake. In front of over 100 locals, 1
sang to the melody of an Erhu,
about the joys of eating moon
cake during the Mid Autumn
Festival.  Another cultural Moon
lake activity I shall not soon forget
was bringing in the year 2013 on
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New Years Day. I joined the local
Ningbo Winter Swimming Club
for a crossing of Moon Lake. It
was my first time in water so cold,
but joining together with the oth—
er participants was able to get me
thru, racking up another unique
experience that can account for
my time in here.

Language, for example. not
knowing a language puts you in a
vulnerable state. This is often ap—
pealing to people who may want to
interact with you. If someone feels
they can help or assist you, they are
more likely to approach you.

An example of this happened
to me one night a few months a—
go. I was walking home at 12:00
am after a working into the night.
I was on a dark lit road and it
Although
it was not a long way back to
home, a local gentleman walking

started to rain heavily.

my direction offered me his um—
brella. He walked along with me
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for most of the distance to my
house, and no words needed to
be spoken. This act was beyond
the need for language, it was sim—
ply kindness.

Yea, Ningbo has been good
to me. It has been the training
ground I needed to take on my
next big adventure, a 5—year cycle
trip around the world. In essence,
I could never attempt such a tour
without first living and learning
here in Ningbo. Here I got the
taste in my mouth. The desire to
venture. The want to explore. The
need for something greater.

And it is from here that I will
take those first steps into that next
world. I wonder what I will say, 5
years into the future,
back at that guy that took those
first few turns of the pedal into this
wholly new life. I hope he has
good things to talk about.
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