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beauty of the city - such as
Yinzhou Park and Donggian

Ningbo has been home for
us these past seven months. My
husband and I arrived at the
Nottingham University campus

in mid —October, leaving
North Yorkshire, England,
behind us.

Before arriving, we are

looking forward to our stay in
Ningbo. Weexpectto explore this
corner of China and immerse our—
selves in the way of life here!

Having never travelled to China

before, we have experienced
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many things forthe firsttime, es—
pecially as we didn’  t speak any
Chinesebeforearriving. We have
discoveredkindnessandhavebeen
welcomed! Peoplehavebeenof—
fering their assistance with warm
smiles, even if our only Chinese
words when first arriving were
‘N? h? o and ‘Xiexie’ .
Fast forward seven months, we
are slowly but surely becoming
more familiar with the city, the
cultureandthelanguage.

I had yet to see the centre of

LA EREF AR
ZEB5RBERZEGBE—
RGP B A, & AN
1B ik K B AT AE AL

GRRCE X TN X
Fa B HOE H & B R B A A IR
WMk, FRYO—-RTRK
FAVH AT F, deg e A A
BEEHEFHNM,
FEpeF R, RAALN—
BEHZEAENT B, T
0 W d LB % AR £ 6 A
X E R ARGR IR M 4L E R
MEEE, AEAH, B—
R G AR A B 2 B — A A
o

WG, KB G b I R A K
LT Tk R JE ey p k)
B2 TRXERTHALL B
KRz E WM AE KA

Ningbo and one of the first places
After

hearing how beautiful it is and

I visited was Moon Lake.

how it captures something of
‘old’ China,
beauty and more

with its natural
traditional
wooden structures, the deci—
sion had been made.

As for Moon Lake,
breath—taking in its beauty. The
sun was shining on the waters so
brightly,
older couples were taking a

it was

young families and

stroll, while small, colourful
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boats were dotted all around the
lake. Following the loud mu—
sic, we were surprised to find a
large platform with older couples
dancing gracefully to a waltz.

village,

The scenes of tranquil waters and
willows casting shadows delicate— Square,
ly are imprinted in my memory.
Every turn revealed another as—
pectof Moon Lake’ sallure.
Since then, I have trav—
eled in and outside Ningbo with
Chinese and other foreign friends

to experience cultural and natural

Lake, small villages such as Yan
Tangxi village and Sha
village - and architecture and
leisure facilities - such as Tianyi
Tianfeng Pagoda,
Drum Tower and Laowaitan.

I am planning to purchase a
bus card and familiarize myself
with the many different bus
routes. Tianyi Library still escapes
me and I have only had a taste of
the beauties of Donggian Lake. I
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will continue to use my survival
Chinese and my map addressed in
both Pinyin and Chinese charac—
ters to travel. One day I might be
able to go around more confi—
dently and might even be able to
read signs and pronounce them
correctly. But, asImentioned,

whenever I’ m stuck, people
are so patient and helpful that any
trials and tribulations become
inconve—

mere, short—lived,

niences, and potentially even

turnintosmall ‘triumphs’ .
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