fRiE: R AR £ B R A i

TENTRN=F%

i £ 4

¥T (FHRL)

My Chinese name, given to me long before I moved
to Ningbo, is Luo Ning, Luo comes from the name of
my country, Romania (Luomaniya in Chinese pinyin),
and Ning comes from the name of the city, Ningbo. I’
ve been in Ningbo for three years, and many times I stop
thinking of it as a distant place from home, for now, it
feels like its where I belong, where I should be.

The first time my flight landed in Ningbo was early
Autumn, I had no idea back then that Autumn in Ning-
bo comes very late, towards the beginning of November.
The air was moist and fresh, the streets freshly washed by
the recent rain. Chatting with the taxi driver I found out
Ningbo is a big city and it is still developing rapidly,
something I had to witness myself in the months and years
to come.

I love water and plants, the campus of Ningbo Uni-
versity had both of them in abundance. First few months
I’ ve spent mostly in the campus, which is huge by my
standards, and has most everything one would need for dai-
ly living: food, bookshops, markets, places to hang
out with friends, like the English corner, and many mer-
chants by the side of the road selling everything from new
and interesting cuisine to objects of daily necessity.

I was impressed later on when going out downtown by
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the amazing mixture of old and new buildings near Tianyi
square, I loved the clean streets, the civilized citizens and
lush green parks that fill every district of Ningbo. Fabulous
bridges arch over the rivers in Ningbo, I enjoy spending
my time on them watching the boats, and the hurriedly
people rushing by. I counted more than six bridges, each
of them with its personal design and style. I was profoundly
impressed at the speed at which the local city leaders devel-
op new infrastructures, the highway near my University will
probably be completed by the time I finish my study here.

Chinese culture and art has fascinated me since I was a
teenager, so given the opportunity I jumped right in
whenever and wherever actions or events of a cultural nature
were organized inside or outside the campus, that’ s how I
met teacher Jack and his wonderful Red Peony Painting
Club. His excellent command of English and deep under-
standing of the foreigner mindset helped many foreign stu-
dents and teachers both at NBU and Nottingham Uni to
take a bold step and explore the Chinese world of art,
painting and calligraphy - I learned not only how to
paint, but how to teach painting to others. My sister is a
student of arts in London, I’ m sure she’ 1l be thrilled
about the new experience of the mysterious oriental arts and
crafts.  Some of the teachers who join the group are also
considering taking wood carving lessons. Teacher Jack and
his club provide everything for us free of charge, the mate-
rials, the tutoring, a nice place to study and practice.

The best part of being a foreign student in China is
you get to meet not only a different environment, but also
people from all over the world. Sometimes it feels strange to
shake hands daily with people from Madagascar, or Brazil,
Peru, Indonesia, Australia, Iceland, Hawaii, it’ s like
the whole globe just shrunk and we’ re all of humanity
camped inside the university campus, feels eerie at times,
I must admit. We’ re having a great time eating together
with Chinese students, sightseeing, window shopping and
travelling together. There is a great sense of internationaliza-
tion, a sense of humanity united that is really hard to put
into words.

Experiences like these change you inside, and your
perspective of the world. China offers us many things every
day, it’ s up to the dutiful student to reach out and pluck
the fragrant fruit of experience, as it’ s always within an
arm’ s reach.

My staying in China may be limited in time, and I’
m feeling restless these last months. I want to take in as
much of China as I possibly can, imbibe myself with it,
so that I could remember it wherever I will eventually go,
just as Proust with his Madeleine cookies--

Ningbo,Remember me.Ningbo, I will remember you!
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