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I came to Ningbo in 2008 because of
a business decision and stayed here for 9
We had the first
laboratory in Qingdao. And Ningbo is a
beautiful city that is similar with Qingdao,
seafood,

months to start business.

a port, industry, good universi—
ties and good business structure. Thus in the
second year we chose Ningbo in that Ning—
bo is a valuable city and has great develop—
ment potential. Now [ usually go between
the two cities, Ningbo and Qingdao.

There are many differences between Ningbo
and Glasgow (a city of UK),
town. In terms of weather,

my home—
Glasgow is
cold and wet, while Ningbo is warm and
comfortable. But the similarity is that Glas—
gow people and Chinese people are both
warm and friendly, so we often have con—
versations and meet many friends and peo—
ple. Ningbo is a home—based town, a city
without the hustle and bustle. After a day’ s
work,  people can enjoy the peace and
quietness or enjoy the taste of the city.
Ningbo makes me feel warm and comfort—
able. Comparing with other cities such as
Shanghai, Shenzhen,

Hong Kong,
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McKenzie

Ningbo is a rather small city. However it is
a small family city and a small community
Shanghai
huge, but it is difficult for me to feel at
home there,
friendly, happy small city.

to me. and Beijing are quite
because Ningbo is a much

I enjoy cooking though I do not cook
very well. Whether I am at home country

or in China, [ will do the cooking. It is
very relaxing and a good thing to do. I
have no strong preference in food, but I

adore Ningbo food a lot, especially barbe—
cue food and seafood. Chinese traditional
Food

has always been a major feature of Ningbo

dishes enjoy an excellent reputation.

and a comfortable environment and location
have made Ningbo’ s seafood world —fa—

we can have some
s the best

In ancient

mous. In the evening,
fantastic barbecue food. That’
part I like about Ningbo city.
times, people tended to say that seafood
Now Ningbo has

making

would benefit the brain.
extended the processing industry,
Ningbo’ s seafood go further. Every year
Ningbo holds a food festival and men and
women flock to savor the moment inviting
Thus expatriates take Ningbo a step
closer to the world.

friends.

I have been invited to many staff wed—

dings, and some other social events in
Ningbo,

groups as well. Chinese weddings are very

organized by the foreign business

happy occasions,  family occasions,  and
what impresses me is that there are such so—
cial and traditional events in which I can
see genuine Chinese society and traditions.
In this way we gradually integrate our lives
into Ningbo, an international harbor in the
world.

Seeing is believing. Ningbo is develop—
ing rapidly with each passing day, many of
the Ningbo old things have sank in the riv—
er of time. These changes require us to be
contemporary with a new attitude and a

new vision to observe and experience the

city.
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I have been in Ningbo for ten
years. When I first came,
new and there were opportunities for

I was

business, and I was working here
because of my wife. We’ d been to—
gether for many years before I came
to China.

My feeling of the city is that it
changes rapidly. Every time you look
at it, you’
The city is very clean and people are

11 find something new.

very friendly and very easy to do
business with, so it is a great city.
Ningbo is not really a market, but
our market is outside of Ningbo.
The first time I came here ten years
ago, there was one shopping mall,
and it was empty, but now Ningbo
has many shopping malls. You have
business everywhere. There are new
buildings being erected every day,
so everything is great.

My own background is a factory
established by my father—in—law. So
I think there is a good reason to
strive for new development, such as

establishing new management and
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manufacturing  quality  products. 1
came to Ningbo when the factory
was newly founded. We hired addi—
tional people to build a new manage—
ment team for further development.
Things do not change all at once.
We just do things step by step to
make the company better. We al—
ready have Chinese customers. But it
has not been as important as Europe
or the US. Not yet. But we see the
potential
China.
There are many Chinese employ—

business  opportunities  in

ees in my company. Sometimes I’ d
speak with them in Chinese or I
would let people translate for me and
explain it to me. So it depends on
the situations. Simple things I will do
in Chinese, but for complex things
I work along with an engineer.
When I have to explain something to
them about feelings or about things
I will think

asking somebody to translate it for

line —by —line, about

me. But for things I use every day

such as  “chaopiao  (meaning mon—
ey) ,” I can say that in Chinese.

I have made many Chinese
friends here in Ningbo,  mostly

neighbors or people in the working
environment.
and helpful.
lot of foreigners right now. When I

Everybody is friendly
I know Ningbo has a
first came ten years ago, there was
nobody, but
There are a lot of schools

now, SO many.

giving
Chinese classes in Ningbo.

As to the requirements of our
first, I will ask
somebody to be honest and hard—
working. And I want people who

employees,  at

can think for themselves. 1 mean,

you can make your own decision
and take more responsibilities. Being
responsible means when something is
wrong, you can take some responsi—

bility first. That’

s the main thing.
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