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“LOST IN NINGBO”

Now it’s nearly one week ago, that [ made my
first step on Chinese ground.I am really curious
about different cultures, different food and dif-
ferent people — there is just one things I hardly
fear for: to get lost.
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Ningbo is one of the biggest cities I have ever
been to. My hometown, Dortmund, which is
under the 10 biggest German citys, has almost
600.000 inhabitants, one —tenth of Ningbo.
Here is an uncountable number of cars, motor-
cycles, bikes, busses, taxis and people. Most
houses are much higher than those in Germany.
They are all looking different, but in this differ-
ence they are similar to each other, framing the
city, blockading the view to some landmarks
and overtax the brain with their innumerable
neon signs.
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Even in Germany I get lost sometimes, because
my sense of direction is quite bad. But in a case
like this there are two ways to get back to the
route: have a look on some road signs or ask
people.
country with another language and even anoth-
erscript,  getting lost it a bigger problem.

Therefore, [ was really happy about being ac-

companied when I went back home from
Ningbo Daily first time (Thank you for this a-

gain!). During the bus ride I tried to remember
some important marks like a bridge or Metro to
prepare for the next days. I asked how to say
“T P HR “ and tried to remember the pro-

nounciation. Then the bus arrived at the right
station, went out and started looking for my
house. But we couldn’t find. I didn’t got lost
alone, but we got lost together. Got lost in a
labyrith of big and small roads and even secret

Normally. While being in another

paths, surrounded by many plants. Got lost in a
labyrith with small supermarkets,
haircutters and cafes.
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restaurants,

Luckily T was together with somebody who
could ask for the way, but sadly the answer
were like "I live here since 10 years, but still
don’t know the houses", so we had to walk
around, searching and asking again. Luckily af-
ter about one hour we found somebody who
knew the way and five minutes later I stood in
front of my one—month—entry—door.
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Normally getting lost in a city as a foreigner is
an evil situation. But I will keep that evening as
the evening I started loving the patience, polite-
ness and helpfulness which combines all Chi-
nese people I met so far in my mind.
I should really learn how to ask “Could you tell
me the way to xxx please?”
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