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Xenia's Diar

Communication Problems

Sometimes we don't need language to understand each
other — a smile, gestures or the way of speaking can tell
many things. I guess I could answer " H i — 5 55" and "3k
TMEE A" by chance whenever a stranger asks me some-
thing, probably it will be the correct answer in 80% of all
cases. But missing language skills can cause misunderstand-
ings. In those days in China I experienced more misunder-
standings than ever before. The spectrum reaches from
missed deadlines through nontaken pictures to waiting at the
wrong place for meeting somebody or having two appoint-
ments at the same time. I hate being unrelayable , unpunctu-
al and causing inconvenience so this was the most unpleasant
part during my journey up to now.
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Nevertheless trying to debate with a professor for Chi-
nese philosophy has been the most impressive and unpleasant
situation for me so far. To understand philosophers is hard e-
nough in ones mother language. But to understand a Chi-
nese speaking philosopher, who talks about things I never
heard before was nearly impossible for me. Luckily I had
some friends around me, who tried to translate his words
into English: He initiated our discussion with the question
“Do you have a boyfriend?”. Well, seldom people would
ask this kind of question in Germany, especially not after ten
minutes of meeting for the first time. My answer tempted
him to start a heated debate. We discussed for at least one
hour, but for me the topic was not clear until the end.
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Friend : "He says women should look for a bride-
groom—to—be in the age of 22, men can begin in an age of
26, what you think about his theory?".

Me: "I think everybody should look for somebody to
marry, when he or she wants. When the person doesn’t
want to marry, he or she even never has to. In my opinion
22 is too early, because I want to travel around the world, I
want to be independent, I want to work in difterent parts of
Germany. But my main point is: We are all different and we
shouldn’t sepereate people by the gender. Why is a woman
supposed to marry earlier than a man?"

After translation another 15 minutes monologue of the
professor follows.

Friend : "he says later it’s harder to find someone to
marry."

I guess I maybe understood maximum a quarter of his
contents and I am afraid he didn't got my points. Something
got lost on the way from my mind to my English expres-
sions, something during the translation of my friends and
something because of our different views. Normally I keep
calm during discussions and seldom get angry while talking
to strangers. But this time I felt so helpless. Even after more
than 8 hours of walking around, riding bikes and climbing
stairs I wished to have a punching bag to release my anger.
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Gender equality is an intensely debated topic in Ger-
many, expecially at university and among high educated
persons with an interest in social sciences. This time I'm not
sure, whether the language caused the problem or rather the
gap between two generations,  cultural and educational
backgrounds.
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