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SPOTLIGHT

By Jin Lu

The 2021 Ningbo Science and
Technology Week kicked off on May
22. Launched in 2001, the Science and
Technology Week has been held for
twenty-one consecutive editions. It has
become the most influential public sci-
ence festival in the city.

Over 300 Exciting Events

The theme of the Week is "The
Chinese Communist Party Leads the
Development of China's Science and
Technology Over the Past Hundred
Years".

More than 300 activities revolving
around topics such as emissions peak-
ing, carbon neutrality, vaccination sci-
ence, and the latest innovative technol-
ogies have been held, including a "sci-
ence carnival".

The central exhibition covers 4,000m2

and is divided into three sections: "CPC
Leads Science and Technology Devel-
opment", "Promoting the Spirit of Sci-
entists", and "Ningbo Science and
Technology Innovation Achievements".
50 organizations and companies are
featured at the exhibition.

"CPC Leads Science and Technol-
ogy Development" highlights major
events and landmark achievements in
Ningbo's science sector over the past
one hundred years. "Promoting the
Spirit of Scientists" tells the stories of
prominent Ningbo scientists. "Ningbo
Science and Technology Innovation
Achievements" showcases the latest
technologies in new materials, intelli-
gent manufacturing, digital economy,
healthcare, rural revitalization, and green
energy developed in Ningbo.

During this week, scientists and
science instructors have carried out a
series of activities to promote public
understanding of science in rural areas,
enterprises, and schools.

Several of the city's scientific re-
search institutions, universities, indus-
trial technology research institutes, and
science learning centers are open to the
general public this week.

Close Contact with Ad-
vanced Technology

As one of the main events of the
Ningbo Science and Technology Week,
the Public Science Day, organized by
the Ningbo Institute of Materials Tech-
nology & Engineering, attracted nearly
700 teachers and students from more
than ten primary and secondary schools

in Ningbo.
Researcher Li He gave a talk on the

topic "Diamonds Past and Present". He
explained the formation process of natural
diamonds, the development of synthetic
diamonds, and the use of such "man-made
diamonds".

Eight experiments, including "The
Beauty of Chemistry", "Magical Heat and
Entropy", "The Secret of Wireless Charg-
ing", and "Fantastic Membrane Materials",
were set up for the students to participate
in. "These experiments are relevant to our
daily lives and the principles are simple
and easy to understand," said a student
from Zhenhai Middle School.

In addition to immersive science ex-
periments, there were science fiction sa-
lons, science public talks, laboratory visits,
science fairs, and even a new event called
"In-Person Conversations with Scientists"
that brought together students from
Ningbo's schools and researchers in an
intimate dialogue with each other.

For Liao Yifan, a student from
Ningbo Middle School, the event was a
great learning opportunity. "I originally
wanted to take biology for my college
entrance examination. Through this activ-
ity, I realized that it is also important to
learn chemistry well, as chemistry is ap-

plied in a lot more fields."
"This event has broad-

ened my understanding of the
application of carbon materials such
as diamonds and nanomaterials. I have
dreamed of becoming a scientist since I
was a child. Today's event has strength-
ened my resolve to work hard towards my
ambition," said Diliyal Aimar, a student
from Xinjiang.

Increasing Public Aware-
ness of Science

In recent years, Ningbo has been at-
taching increasing importance to stimu-
lating scientific innovation and enhancing
the public's understanding of science.

In 2020, the valued added of the
city's high- tech industries accounted for
57.9% of all large businesses (>20 million
yuan in annual revenue) in Ningbo. The
number of high-tech enterprises exceeded
3,000. The proportion of citizens with
scientific literacy reached 15.4%, which is
higher than the national and provincial
averages.

In the meanwhile, there has been an
ongoing effort to increase scientific liter-
acy. More than eighty municipal science
associations, tech parks, and corporate-

based science associations were founded in
Ningbo. Five hundred science and tech-
nology volunteer teams were formed, re-
cruiting more than 20,000 volunteers.

On March 11 this year, the Ningbo
Municipal Science and Technology Asso-
ciation outlined Ningbo's main goals for
the 14th Five-Year Plan period with re-
gard to science and technology develop-
ment: 1) getting Ningbo recognized as one
of the first pilot cities of the "Science and
Innovation China" initiative; 2) becoming
a national "Science and Innovation" model
city; 3) raising the population's scientific
literacy rate to 20%, or at least 4.6 per-
centage points higher than 2020.

According to the roadmap, this year,
Ningbo will build the "Science and Inno-
vation China" Ningbo Center, five "Sci-
ence and Innovation China" innovation
bases, ten industrial innovation service
centers, three to five national or provincial
public science stations, and thirty
academician research worksta-
tions.

Ningbo Launches
Science and Technology Week

By Gou Wen

Ningbo and Xi'an are about

1,550 kilometers apart. The for-
mer is the Maritime Silk Road's
port of departure; the latter is the

starting point of the overland Silk
Road.

Ningbo and Xi'an were
called Mingzhou and Chang'an in
ancient times. Both are world-fa-
mous historical and cultural cities.
Xi'an's landmark buildings, the
Bell Tower and Drum Tower,
constructed in the 1380s, are lo-
cated in the center of the city.
Ningbo's city center also has a
Drum Tower: built in 821 AD, it
still stands today, just like the two
Towers of Xi'an. Visitors can
climb to the top of the Drum
Tower for a panoramic view of
Ningbo.

The 2021 Ningbo cultural
tourism promotion campaign
connects the two cities and brings
people around China a deeper
understanding of the culture and
history of Ningbo.

The three-month-long Ning-
bo Culture and Tourism Promo-
tion Season (Xi'an) will feature a
series of activities such as the
Ningbo Culture and Tourism Fair,
which recently opened at Xi'an
Jiaotong University, and the up-
coming maritime sports exhibi-
tion.

At the three-day-long Ning-
bo Culture and Tourism Fair,
which opened on May 23, unique
fish- shaped paper lanterns from
Shipu, Xiangshan delighted visi-
tors, while a booth set up by
Xiangshan Global Studios, the
filming location of the web series
The Longest Day In Chang'an,
attracted many fans. Another
popular booth had virtual reality
equipment that gave visitors an
immersive visual experience of
the beauty of Ningbo.

The booths of Ningbo's dis-
tricts showcased unique local
customs. Jiangbei District brought
Cicheng rice cake, a delicacy that
appeared in the famous docu-
mentary A Bite of China. "This
rice cake is made by hand. It is
then cooked by stir- frying with
river pebbles in a wok to ensure
even heating, which is why it
tastes so good," a staff member
said. Hangzhou Bay New Zone's
booth highlighted the area's at-
tractive seaside tourism destina-
tions. Xiangshan's booth had fish
bone art, which triggered the cu-
riosity of many visitors. Zhenhai's
booth displayed needlework
handicrafts and traditional tiger-
head shoes.

Music is another connection
between Ningbo and Xi'an. Nine
members of the Ningbo Sym-

phony Orchestra arrived in Xi'an
ahead of the Fair. They organized
two music appreciation classes
for Xi'an Jiaotong University's
students, a string quartet on one
campus and a wind quintet on the
other. The musician explained the
music as they played, giving stu-
dents an engaging introduction of
symphony music.

The Fair in Xi'an is a com-
prehensive display of Ningbo's
best tourism destinations and
unique customs. It has effectively
promoted Ningbo's city image
and allowed more people to dis-
cover the beauty of Ningbo.

Ningbo and Xi'an: an Encounter of Two Cities

By Dong Na,
Zheng Huihui, Wang Jiali

Recently, in an experimental
greenhouse of Ningbo Haofeng Agri-
cultural Science and Technology Co.,
Ltd. in Jiangbei District, farmers are
picking newly-grown mushroom. The
winecap mushrooms (Stropharia
rugosoannulata) are cultivated with all-
natural fertilizers such as kiwi tree
branches, bamboo and wood shavings,
and Chinese herbal medicine dregs.
Interplanted with the mushrooms are
Dendrobium officinale, a valuable
medicinal plant endemic to China.

"This innovative planting method
can bring farmers more income and
reduce their costs during the slack
season. After winecap mushroom is
planted, the land will become more
fertile for the subsequent planting of
grape, kiwi, and other crops," the staff
in charge of the experiment green-
house said.

At Adong Fruit Professional
Cooperative in Cicheng Town, the
precision grape cultivation base cov-
ers more than 120 ha. Soon, the grape
variety "Sunshine Rose" will ripen.
1.3 ha of the land has winecap
mushroom growing on it alongside
the grapes. This intercropping practice
makes land use much more efficient.
At present, 27,500kg to 45,000kg of
mushrooms can be yielded per hectare.
The net income per hectare can thus
be increased by more than 300,000
yuan. Such green, circular agriculture
not only generates extra income but
also improves soil quality and fertili-
ty, which is very beneficial to the
cultivation of grapes.

According to experts, the wine-
cap mushroom has high nutritional
and economic value. It can survive
under a wide range of temperatures,
has strong resistance to environmental
adversity, a long growing season, and
low production cost. The experiments
at Jiangbei proves that the mushroom
can thrive with eco-friendly fertilizers
such as kiwi tree branches, opening
the way to increase reuse of resources
at farms. At present, this innovative
planting method is being widely ad-
opted in Jiangbei.

Innovative Farming
Methods in Jiangbei
Increase Farmer Income
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▲Students get a close-up look at advanced technology.

▶Researcher gives a science lecture to students.
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