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By Dong Na

Ningbo's digital trade
reached a milestone: the first city
with 100 billion yuan of cross-
border e-commerce retail imports
in China. In the afternoon of
November 11, with the successful
entry of a large number of cross-
border imports brought by
"Double 11" - the cumulative
transaction value of Ningbo's
cross- border retail imports ex-
ceeded RMB 100 billion.

Digital trade is becoming a
driving force for the city's accel-
erated transformation and devel-
opment. At the end of 2012,
Ningbo was selected as one of
the first national pilot cities for
cross- border e- commerce. After
eight years, the city has created a
first-class business environment,
especially for cross- border e-
commerce, which has flourished
remarkably as a result.

Strong Consumption
Upgrade

During this year's "Double
11", Ningbo's cross- border e-
commerce retail imports were
mainly beauty, health care,
mother and child products, and
food, accounting for nearly 70%
of the total. They come from 85
countries and regions, among
which goods originating from
Japan, the United States, Austra-
lia, South Korea and New Zea-
land are the most popular, with a
combined sales ratio of 75%.

At the same time, more and
more goods from Central and
Eastern European countries are
entering the domestic market
through cross-border e-commerce
channels, such as rose oil cos-
metics from Bulgaria, yogurt
mask from Greece, and wine
from Romania. From January to
October this year, Ningbo bought
330 million yuan of cross-border
e-commerce goods from Central
and Eastern Europe, a yoy in-
crease of 41.2%. It is worthy to
point out that beauty and skin
care products and toiletries in-
creased significantly by 180% ,
valuing 62.31 million yuan.

Compared with the previ-
ously popular products, such as
diapers, those hot- selling im-
ported goods are now small in
size and high in unit value,
which better reflect the national
pursuit of quality consumption
and good life.

Relevant policies stipulate

that every consumer can purchase
up to 26,000- yuan worth of
goods in a year through the cross-
border import retail channel, and
the value of goods purchased in a
single transaction shall not ex-
ceed 5,000 yuan.

However, China's continued
consumer upgrading trend has
allowed cross-border e-commerce
imports to soar and enabled
Ningbo to achieve a cumulative
import volume of more than 100
billion yuan in just eight years.
In this sense, the rapid develop-
ment of Ningbo's cross- border
imports is also a reflection and
witness of China's strong con-
sumption upgrade.

Customs Clearance
Efficiency Improved

The core competitiveness of
cross-border e-commerce imports
comes from the efficiency of
customs clearance, which domi-
nates the shopping experience of
consumers and is the core indi-
cator for evaluating the quality of
cross-border e-commerce services.

To enhance supervision of
cross-border retail import goods,
the Ningbo Customs has made
innovation and optimization, fo-
cusing on "logistics chain" and
"information data chain", realiz-

ing the standardization of busi-
ness processes, information sys-
tems and supervision facilities.
The four management mecha-
nisms, enterprise classification,
books management, risk moni-
toring and analysis, and joint
prevention and control of de-
partments, are equally improved.

The efforts of the Customs
pay back. The efficiency of cross-
border import customs clearance
has been greatly improved.

Ningbo Fuli Logistics owns
28,000 square meters of ware-
houses, and more than 1,600
employees working in two shifts
to make orders and shipments all
day long. The warehouse opera-
tion line is designed based on the
actual needs of cross-border im-
port customs clearance business
and express documents distribu-
tion, realizing the unification of
orders, goods packing and cus-
toms clearance supervision. High-
performance laser barcode reader
can quickly and automatically
scan the goods and transfer the
data to the cross-border purchase
service platform in real time. The
waybill release status is queried
simultaneously, and feedback sent
to the customs system. Such a
data exchange process takes only
0.1 seconds to enable customs
supervision online at all times

and ensure no delay in customs
clearance.

In Ningbo, there are 29
bonded warehouses for cross-
border e-commerce imports of the
same kind. The total storage area
is 1.1 million square meters. At
the same time, a total of 50,000
front-line workers are taking shift
in those bonded warehouses in
the Ningbo Free Trade Zone.

Showing Ningbo's
Competitiveness

Through reform measures
such as "system innovation, ser-
vice facilitation, and business
optimization", Ningbo's cross-
border e- commerce, especially
cross- border retail import busi-
ness, has achieved explosive de-
velopment and gradually formed
the "Ningbo Model".

The goods issued from each
bonded warehouse in Ningbo
have a "QR code of traceability"
on the outer package. This "QR
code" contains information about
the manufacturer, as well as the
name, source and entry time of
the goods, allowing whole trace-
ability of the goods.

"This QR code is initially
invented in Ningbo, and it con-
veys all the information of the
goods, and a whole set of infor-

mation collection management
and service system is having its
back, which reflects Ningbo's
innovative cross- border import
supervision and business envi-
ronment." Ningbo Cross- Border
E- Commerce Promotion Center
staff said, at present, the main-
stream cross-border e-commerce
goods on the Ningbo port of en-
try e- commerce platforms all
contain such "QR code".

As for now, Ningbo cross-
border e-commerce retail imports
have formed a good development
pattern. Tmall Global, Kaola, and
other well-known domestic cross-
border importers have settled in
Ningbo, and a total of 1.1 million
square meters of bonded ware-
houses for cross- border e- com-
merce imports have been built.

Ningbo has become a leader
in cross- border import and a
benchmark of cross- border e-
commerce with the largest scale
of business, the largest cluster of
enterprises, the most complete
commodity categories, and the
best infrastructure. From 2018 to
2020, the cross- border e- com-
merce online bonded import
transaction volume and transac-
tion amount in Ningbo
ranked first in China
for three consecutive
years.

Ningbo's Cross-border E-commerce
Sales Exceed 100 Billion Yuan

By Gou Wen

One of its kind and located
on the south bank of Dongqian
Lake, the Hanling Village is a
well- preserved ancient water
village in eastern Zhejiang.
Hanling has a long history of
being an important transporta-
tion hub and land- sea transfer
center that connects Ningbo city
and Xiangshan port.

韩岭位于东钱湖南岸，是一个

保存完好的典型浙东水乡古村。其

历史源远流长，曾是宁波市区连接

象山港的重要交通枢纽和水陆转运

中心。

In the village, you can find
the Hanling Old Street which
leads up to the Lake and is sur-
rounded by mountains, allowing
tourists to fully enjoy the beauty
of mountains and lakes.

韩岭老街就坐落于此，三面环
山，一面临湖，游人在此可尽揽钱
湖南岸湖光山色。

Now, Hanling is turn into
an art block with unique attrac-
tions, such as various exhibitions
and on- site performances. The

most recently opened exhibition
is titled "Jiasheng", meaning
born at home, and the perfor-
mance also themed "home".
Moreover, the Hanling Art Mu-
seum under construction will be
the "culture port" of Ningbo in
future.

如今的韩岭已经成为独特的艺
术街区，不仅有各式展览和实景演

出，如最近的开设的“家生”展览，

以及以“家”为主题的实景演出。

而正在建设中的韩岭美术馆，

在今后将会成为宁波的“文化码

头”。

韩岭：古韵新生

By Xu Zhuowei

Recently, in Xiangshan
County, Ningbo, hanging on the
branches, the golden "Hong Mei
Ren" is in its bountiful harvest
time, making farmers busy pick-
ing. Now it is time to savor the
first batch of this charming fruit.

Hong Mei Ren is currently
the best variety in quality, fea-
tured by thin peel, juiciness,
having no seed, high sweetness,
among others. It is extremely
popular among customers though
the price is a bit high compared
with other fruits.

This year, the "Xiangshan
Hong Mei Ren" was approved
and registered as a National
Geographical Indication Certifi-
cation Trademark by the National
Intellectual Property Administra-
tion, which means Hong Mei Ren
now owns a national "identity
card".

To attract more attention,
the Xiangshan County introduced
a new mode of "Claim a Hong
Mei Ren Tree". Customers only
need to spend 2,688 yuan to
claim an authentic Hong Mei Ren
tree and harvest the fruit on the
tree this year (no less than 40
kg). Once successfully claimed, a
claim card will be put upon the
tree. By taking part in the event,
it allows the claimants to visit the
planting base for their trees and
enjoy the flowers in spring, ad-
mire leaves in summer, and pick
fruits in autumn. Not only so, but
they can also access online
livestream to see how the tree
grows at any time they want.
This "Internet + Claim" model
improves the brand recognition
of Xiangshan Hong Mei Ren as
well as accelerate the integration
of agriculture and tourism.

In 2001, China's first Hong
Mei Ren was bred for trial
planting in Xiangshan. It took
nearly 2 decades to cultivate.
Thanks to the unique climate and
superior environment of Xiang-
shan, the Hong Mei Ren pro-
duced here has the best taste.

A total area of 6,424 acres
of land is used for Xiangshan
Hong Mei Ren plantation this
year, expecting to have an output
of 18,000 tons, accounting for
more than half of the province.
The brand value of "Xiangshan
Citrus" has reached 2.455 billion
yuan, making it a sign of agri-
culture in Xiangshan and even
Ningbo. The Hong Mei Ren in-
dustry provides "Xiangshan Ex-
amples" for rural revitalization
and shared prosperity.

Picking the
First Batch of
Hong Mei Ren
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