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By Dong Na

Ningbo will devolve 102
municipal authorities to the
Ningbo Area of Zhejiang Pilot
Free Trade Zone next year. In-
volving 11 departments, this is
going to be the largest delegation
of municipal authority in the
history of Ningbo, which will
give the Ningbo Area even
greater reform autonomy. With
that, how to further enhance the
core competitiveness of the free
trade zone has become the key
proposition of Ningbo in the next
step.

Innovative Achievements
Get Recognized

In 2013, Shanghai Pilot Free
Trade Zone was established. At
that time, Ningbo, a large open-
economy city, a nationally lead-
ing manufacturing town, and the
world's largest port, was also
looking forward to having one.
Later on, when the Zhejiang Pilot
Free Trade Zone became the first
FTZ in the country to expand,
three new areas: Hangzhou,
Ningbo, Jinhua-Yiwu were listed.
Since then, Ningbo has been re-
solved to seize the expansion
dividend.

Over the past year, focusing
on the functional positioning,
development planning, and en-
terprise demands of the free trade
zone, Ningbo has strengthened
the exploration of the pioneering
and differentiated system and
formed the "3+7+10+20" inno-
vation achievement system.

Among them, Ningbo cases,
such as "remote port state control
inspections" of arriving foreign
ships, "three- in- one" reform of
maritime adjudication, and the
new mechanism of bulk com-
modity trading and financing,
were successfully selected as the
top 30 institutional innovation
cases in the province. Ten land-
mark achievements, including the
industrial community integrated
management service model, were
regarded as "first in China" in-
novations. A total of 20 reform
measures, such as Chinese non-
five-star ship coastal piggy-back
business, were selected into the
top seven batches of ten land-
mark achievements in the prov-
ince.

Port, shipping, and trade are
interdependent and mutually re-
inforcing. Many measures ad-
opted by the Ningbo Area were

brand new in China and have
brought real trade convenience to
enterprises. For example, through
the innovative mechanism of
"Remote Port State Control In-
spections" for arriving foreign
ships, the integration of traffic
flow organization is implemented
to effectively reduce the cost of
waiting for ships and the occu-
pation of dock and anchorage
resources. It is estimated that the
mechanism, which helped to ef-
fectively avoid ship deportment
and production schedule changes,
had reduced the average waiting
time of a single ship by 10% ,
significantly improving the effi-
ciency of port clearance.

Recently, at the Conference
on the High-quality Promotion of
the China (Zhejiang) Pilot Free
Trade Zone, the achievements of
institutional innovations in the
Ningbo Area were again wel-
comed by the provincial authori-
ties.

Continually Enhancing
Core Competitiveness

Last September, the Plan-
ning of China (Zhejiang) Pilot
Free Trade Zone Extended Areas
was released. According to the
Planning, Ningbo will assume the
strategic function positioning of
"one hub, three centers and one
demonstration zone" with a 46
square kilometer test area. Hence,
to build an oil and gas resource

allocation center is becoming the
first of the "three centers".

Oil and gas industries are
the biggest feature of Zhejiang
Free Trade Zone. From "an oil
and gas resource allocation cen-
ter" to "a whole industry chain of
oil and gas", Ningbo area will
further improve the openness and
better serve the national strategy.

Ningbo proposes to adhere
to the synergistic development
and misalignment with Zhoushan,
accelerate the construction of in-
ternational oil and gas resource
allocation center, strengthen the
green petrochemical industry
cluster, accelerate the gathering
of international oil giants and
famous oil service companies,
build a powerful digital energy
trade platform, significantly in-
crease the storage volume and
trading scale of oil and gas and
chemicals, strive to become a
globally influential oil and gas
and chemicals distribution center,
pricing center and standard- set-
ting center, and provide more
powerful support for national
energy security and primary
product supply.

At the same time, a number
of key foreign investment proj-
ects in Ningbo were speeded up.
In October, the "Matheson Inter-
national Energy Trade Head-
quarters Project" was signed in
Ningbo. Matheson Energy
(Ningbo) will build the first do-
mestic LPG Internet of Things

sales platform in the Ningbo area,
and strive to become the world's
largest LPG comprehensive op-
erator by 2025 with an annual
trade volume exceeding 100 bil-
lion yuan and import and export
volume exceeding 30 billion yuan.

"We will take this project as
an opportunity to rely on our
existing industrial foundation and
the latest policies of investment
and trade liberalization and fa-
cilitation in the FTZ to speed up
the development of 'industry +
trade' and help with the initia-
tive of becoming a new inter-
national energy trade center in
Ningbo," remarked by the head
of the company.

Looking Forward to Higher
Quality Development

At the foot of Fenghuang
mountain in Beilun, in where was
a parking lot of Harbor Park, a
CBD of Free Trade Zone will be
built, which will become the key
platform for "promoting innova-
tion and entrepreneurship in
emerging industries such as
headquarters economy, industrial
Internet, 5G+ and digital econo-
my" in the Ningbo Area of China
(Zhejiang) Pilot Free Trade Zone.

To pursue higher quality,
Ningbo needs to explore new
drivers and foster new concepts.
Especially in areas that reflect
core competencies, the Ningbo
Area needs to take the lead in

planning.
With a focus on new mate-

rial science innovation centers and
intelligent manufacturing demon-
stration areas, which will be pro-
pelled by digital industrialization
and industrial digitalization, the
Ningbo Area continues to promote
the deep integration of digital
technology and real economy,
highlighting the development of
key materials and equipment.

To build a clustered area of
R&D in new functional materials,
the Ningbo Area has succes-
sively introduced five high-level
scientific innovation platforms,
such as the Ningbo Research In-
stitute of BUAA, becoming home
to more than 30 new material
projects. They will help to further
improving the level of new ma-
terial research and development
and cultivating advanced manu-
facturing clusters and character-
istic industrial chains of rare
earth magnetic materials industry.

We can continue to expect
more breakthroughs. The Ningbo
Area emphasizes the develop-
ment of electronic information
materials, high- end magnetic
materials, and electronic chemical
materials. For instance, the Ch-
uanbi Island High- Performance
New Chemical Materials Industry
Project, with a total investment
of 33 billion yuan, was
recently finalized and
hosted by the Ningbo
Area.

Ningbo Area of Zhejiang FTZ:
Welcome New Stage of Openness

By Gou Wen

The Zhaobaoshan Moun-

tain, an important historical

coastal defense fortress, is lo-

cated at the north side of the

Yongjiang River and connected

to the East China Sea. Nowa-

days, it is one of the ten most

visited scenic spots in Ningbo .
招 宝 山 南 接 甬 江 ， 北 临 东

海，是中国历史上重要的海防要
塞，也是宁波市十大风景游览区
之一。

Here, people can pay

tribute to the Weiyuan City,

which was first built by Qi

Jiguang, a Chinese hero who

resisted foreign enemies in the

Ming Dynasty. This historic

site, having been renovated

across the Qing Dynasty, has

survived the changes of times

until now.
在这里，人们可以看到明清时

期抗倭英雄戚继光为抵御外敌而建
的威远城，历经风雨如今依然盘踞
于此。

The Aozhu Tower stands

at the top of the mountain.

Overlooking from the tower,

the tourists can have a pan-

oramic view of the surround-

ing area, and they can also

see cargo ships in the distance.
山顶有鳌柱塔屹立于此。登塔

远眺，周边的风光尽收眼底，远处
的货船往来有序。

招宝山：浙东门户，历史之地

By Xu Zhuowei

"The 'Small White' is
bringing me food again!" Re-
cently, at the Guang'an Nursing
Home, the 82- year- old Yu
Dingqin just got up and saw the
food delivery robot coming with
breakfast.

"This 'home' is getting better
and better." Mr. Yu has been liv-
ing in the Guang'an Nursing
Home for 15 years. To him, this
place is more familiar than his
own house. Since the nursing
home has introduced a 5G pilot
project this year, he has been
feeling a lot more fun from
technology.

As the monitors installed in
the smart bracelets can sense the
changes in the physiological in-
dicators of the elderly, they au-
tomatically recognize that the
user is awake in the morning,
and promptly inform the nursing
staff to help the elderly dress,
take the medicine, and make the
bed, etc. Then the nursing staff
orders meals for the elderly by
just tapping the screen of pad in
the room.

"The 'Small White' is the
food delivery robot of the nursing
home. It is very intelligent and
will plan the delivery route for
me. Moreover, the robot will give
way politely if it meets someone
halfway." Speaking of 'Small
White', Mr. Yu couldn't help but
like it.

One day after breakfast,
seeing that the flowers in the
park were blooming and it was
sunny outside, Mr. Yu prepared
to go for a walk. "Mr. Yu, you'd
better not go out without com-
panion." Not until he walked out,
the nursing staff caught up with
him and accompanied him to the
park. The smart bracelet worn by
Mr. Yu sets the distance of ac-
tivities centered on his living ar-
ea. Once outside this range, it
will alarm and send the location
to the mobile phone of the nurs-
ing staff in the first time.

Mr. Yu walked back through
the hall and saw Liu Jianli, the
dean of the Guang'an Nursing
Home, looking at the big screen
intently. "This is a 5G smart el-
derly care platform. The infor-
mation above is the care data of
the day." Liu explained. Mr. Yu
nodded in praise and said,
"Though I have a bad memory,
the high-tech bracelet will remind
me to take medicine. So
thoughtful!" As he said, the
bracelet shook, his daughter
called, and Mr. Yu turned on the
video call, "Don't worry, girl,
everything is fine here."

Feel 'Human'
Temperature of
Technology
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The Zhaobaoshan Mountain. /招宝山。 [Photo by Chen Bin] 陈滨 摄


