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The 2024 Ningbo Spring Festival Ga-
la officially kicked off on the evening of
February 2 at the Ningbo International
Conference Center. Over ten performanc-
es, featuring Ningbo’ s distinctive ele-
ments (e.g., local dialect songs, creative
dances, symphonic visual arts, traditional
opera, acrobatics), unfolded in succession.
These innovative and technologically en-
riched performances heralded the advent
of a lively and rejuvenated Year of the
Dragon.
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The gala began with the opening
song and dance, Dragon Soars in 2024. “1
am at the Port of Rotterdam, I am at the
Port of Singapore, I am at the Port of Ham-
burg, I am at the Limassol Port in Cy-
prus ... Wishing the people of Ningbo a
happy New Year!” Accompanied by heart-
felt blessings from international friends, a
vibrant array of “Ningbo Dragons”, in-
cluding the cloth dragons from Fenghua
and the Nine Dragon Pillar from Zhenhai,
made a dazzling entrance. The scene un-
folded with an exhilarating display of
dragons soaring and tigers leaping, creat-
ing a radiant and festive atmosphere.
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The dance performance “Misty Rain
and Flying Egrets” drew inspiration from
the Egret Park in Zhenhai District. A
group of graceful Jiangnan (south of the
Yangtze River) ladies moved with elegant
steps, dancing lightly in the rain, creating
a poetic and picturesque scene. The dance
presented a beautiful narrative of harmoni-
ous coexistence between humans and na-
ture.
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The scene dance, titled " Envisioning
a Prosperous Era through Ancient Scrolls,"
took cues from timeless paintings. Deli-
cately adorned characters stepped out
from the artworks, and the dancers grace-
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fully navigated through them, their water
sleeves swirling gracefully, the unre-
strained strokes of marvelous paintings.
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The symphonic poem “Light of He-
mudu”, accompanied by the Ningbo Sym-
phony Orchestra, integrated recitation and
singing to convey the illuminating essence
of the Hemudu civilization. Through the
cultural radiance of Hemudu, one can
sense the vast and enduring flow of Chi-
nese civilization, like a mighty river that
persists through the ages.
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Following that, Russian soprano
Daria Brusova took the stage during the
symphony orchestra accompaniment to
sing a song That is Me in Chinese and Rus-
sian. This was the piece she presented dur-
ing the 2023 Ningbo International Vocal
Competition. And now, in the 2024 Ningbo
Spring Festival Gala, she delivered an en-

core performance.
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Furthermore, other participants from
the Vocal Competition extended their
heartfelt wishes through video messages.
Singing in over ten languages - including
Russian, Austrian, Korean, English, and
Serbian - they harmoniously joined in a
chorus of festive melodies (horse lantern
tune), symbolizing unity and joy.
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Subsequently, a spectacular collec-
tion of dance dramas took center stage,
providing a visual feast for the audience.
The innovative dance performance Liang
Zhu - Butterfly Love employed a blend of
technology and art to craft a dreamlike set-
ting with gauze curtains, ice screens, and
projections. This contemporary interpreta-
tion infused the ancient legend with mod-

ern artistic allure, capturing the romantic
imagination associated with butterfly
transformations throughout history and
earning enthusiastic applause.
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The acrobatic team in the perfor-
mance Chasing Dreams into the Sky seam-
lessly incorporated Dunhuang murals,
showcasing intricate and daring technical
maneuvers that prompted awe from the au-
dience. Renowned dance drama - includ-
ing Ten- Mile Red Dowry - Daughter’ s
Dream (previously staged at prestigious
global venues like the Lincoln Center) and
Mulan (performed six times consecutively
in Boston and Washington) - added splen-
did chapters to the narrative of Sino-Amer-
ican cultural exchange. Additionally, the
Ningbo Performance & Arts Group show-
cased their latest realistic
themed dance drama, Great Port in the
East, which won an excellent drama
award at the 14th National Dance Exhibi-
tion last July.
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As the grand song and dance perfor-
mance brought the curtain down on the
evening, the arrival of the Year of the
Dragon is imminent. With the soaring spir-
it of the dragon, the people of Ningbo will
continue to strive ahead with unwavering
effort in celebrating and refining this mod-
ern coastal metropolis!
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