aaEEEE—

INSIGHT NINGBO

Monday December 19,2022 w

N\

Striving towards a modern
coastal metropolis . .,
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On December 18th, Ningbo Mara-
thon Race was successfully held at Dongg-
ian Lake. The event offered 10,000 avail-
able slots, with 2,000 runners in the full
marathon (42.195km), 3,000 in the half
marathon (21.0975km), and 5,000 in the
“happy run” (Skm), according to the press
conference on Dec. 9th at Ningbo Admin-
istrative Conference Centre.
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The competition’ s starting line was
set near the intersection of Dongqian Lake
Avenue and Huanhu West Road. Its racing
route connects Ningbo’ s tourist destina-
tions, historical sites, Song (Dynasty)
style attractions, and new landmarks. Pass-
ing through the Ningbo International Con-
ference Center, Ningbo Delson Golf Club,
Hanling Old Street,
Xiaoputuo Scenic Area, Southern Song
Sculpture Park, Fuquan Mountain, Shi-

Taogong Island,

lisixiang Scenic Area and Ningbo Wildlife
Park, it provides a “natural oxygen bar”
for runners, allowing them to appreciate
the unique charm of Donggian Lake.
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Ningbo Marathon, as one of the rep-
resentative marathon competitions in Zhe-
jiang, boasts a national-level scale and en-
joys municipal significance as one of its
sporting and cultural events. This year
marks the fifth race of Ningbo Marathon,
following the events in 2015, 2016, 2018
and 2019. It has won the title of the “Chi-
nese Athletics Association Silver Medal
Event.”
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2022 Ningbo
Marathon Returns
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The year 2022 saw the “bounce-
back” of the Ningbo Marathon after a
three- year break. On top of upgrades in
competition organization, runner services,
route design, atmosphere creation and
event promotion, this year’ s Marathon in-
corporated the philosophies of “eco-
friendliness, green and public welfare”.
To implement these ideas, environmental
protection, and public welfare activities
were held, integrating the promotion of
the concept of regional public welfare and
poverty alleviation, with this competition
as the main carrier. During the event,
Ningbo Marathon Carnival, Ningbo Mara-
thon Training Camp, and other activities
were held effectively to strengthen Ning-
bo’s image as a “Sports City”.
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The development of the Ningbo Mar-
athon represents the robust momentum of
Ningbo' s sports industry, particularly the
growth in Yinzhou District. As one of Chi-
na’ s first pilot cities for sports consump-
tion and the co-host city of the 19th Asian
Games, Ningbo is seeing a growing sports
sector. The total output value of the city’s
sports industry reached 68 billion yuan in
2020, achieving the goal of doubling the
industrial scale during the “13th Five-
Year Plan” period and accounting for near-
ly a quarter of the province’ s total; the
added value is 20 billion yuan, accounting
for 1.62 percent of the city’ s GDP. In re-
cent years, the total output of Yinzhou’ s
sports industry has reached 6.66 billion
yuan, and it has been designated as a na-
tional sports industry demonstration base,
a national sports advanced unit, and one of
the first sports modernization zones in
Zhejiang Province.

P& TR, SRR BT tH 7 ik
B el R NS P2l YR

L, ENEHERKE HEH A
W BB URLB S T, T
RE PSR K. #ESETTH, 2020
FET TR P2l 2 E A 680 (27T,
SEULT A = A AR A AR —
BEir, hed B2 la e —; EiE
200127, 54T GDP FLEE 1.62% ., T
SR BN E Pl 2 ik 66.6 12T,
SRIEEZARE PRy R | S REAR
RE ek R A E UL B R B DA
1HIX,

“At the moment, we are focusing on
constructing a city of sports, events, and
the sports industry, allowing concepts de-
veloped within the industry to become
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The runners in the Marathon.

firmly ingrained in the hearts of the peo-
ple, thereby leading to a high- quality
sporting  development stated
Zhang Xingjun, secretary of the Party
Committee of Yinzhou Bureau of Culture,
Radio, Television, Tourism, and Sports.
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