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Striving towards a modern
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Critically Endangered Seablrds
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Every April volunteers arrive on the
Jiushan Islands in Ningbo’ s Xiangshan
county to protect the Chinese crested terns
(Thalasseus bernsteini). Thanks to the Chi-
nese crested tern’ s attraction and restora-
tion monitoring project that commenced
in 2013, a global observation record was
set in 2022 when 93 Chinese crested terns
were spotted simultaneously along the is-
lands’ National Nature Reserve. This
“Bird of Legend”
for over half a century - has now been
saved from endangerment.
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- close to extinction

This April, photographer Yang Zhong-
hua is preparing to visit the islands with
high hopes for the continued preservation
of the birds. Since 2014, Yang—then pres-
ident of the Xiangshan County Photogra-
phers Association—has filmed the recov-
ery of this once-endangered species.
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Included below is his autobiography:
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I came to the islands in the second
year of the restoration project, before
which I had heard many legends of Chi-
nese crested terns. I learnt that the earliest
specimen was discovered in 1861, and
their last appearance in China in the last
century was in 1937. Afterwards, these
near-extinct seabirds hadn’ t been spotted
for 63 years until they reappeared in 2000.
The year of 2004 saw their appearance on
Xiangshan Jiushan Islands; after having
searched more than 70 islands of all sizes,

researchers ftinally found over 20 Chinese
crested terns among 4,000 greater crested
terns.
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On my first day on the islands ten
years later, I was instantly stunned by the
magnificent view of greater crested tern
flocks and a few Chinese crested terns
soaring through the sky. Volunteer bird
protectors revealed to me that the two spe-
cies of terns are quite similar in appear-
ance, but the Chinese crested tern—with a
slightly larger body—has a yellow bill
with a black tip.
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I was intrigued at the time: How did
you distinguish Chinese crested terns from
thousands of other terns with tiny differ-
ences? It was revealed that initially, they
relied primarily on perseverant and patient
observations to make such discernment.
Thereafter, we concentrated on bird band-
ing, which involves affixing leg bands to
fledglings and later releasing them in or-
der to monitor the bird population.
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The leg bands will impose no nega-
tive effects on the birds. In fact, every-
thing the researchers and volunteers do on
the islands is implemented with great care
to avoid disturbing the birds. Initially, peo-
ple lived in tents for several years before
constructing any facilities. Once the birds
had acclimatized to the presence of hu-
mans, wooden buildings were gradually

Greater crested terns are hovering around the island. (Photo by Yang Zhonghua)

constructed in the reserve. Over the past
two years, prefabricated container houses,
solar panels, and white water - storage
equipment have been installed. As the birds
become accustomed to humans, human liv-
ing conditions can improve as a result.
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Nests of the terns are usually built on
the exposed rocks at the islands' edge,
where the terrain is steep and the eggs
tend to roll off. The volunteers leveled a
field, which was weeded on a regular ba-
sis and covered with stones as well as car-
pets to make nests much safer and more
comfortable. Prior to 2013, the Chinese
crested terns were on the verge of extinc-
tion caused by typhoons and egg snatch-
ers. Now that the entire islands are under
protection, no one is stealing eggs now; in
the case of strong winds and snakes, 24-
hour supervision is however required. On
a couple of tranquil nights, I sat by the sea
with the volunteers, watching this group
of birds. Beyond the islands, everything
has faded into the distance. These unique
animals and we humans are nothing signif-
icant but a speck of dust in this world,
alone but unrestrained, defenseless but te-
nacious. Every unique existence deserves
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to be respected.
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This underlying philosophy, I be-
lieve, is why volunteers from all over the
world come to protect this special species
without complaint. This spring, migratory
birds are returning to the islands, where
they will breed. I am also ready to land on
the islands and celebrate the start of a new
life circle.
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Reporter: Fan Zhuojing
Correspondent: Ding Peng

Compiled and translated by Mei Jie
Proofreaders: Huang Dawang,
Lu Yuchen, Jason Mowbray

AR RRER

FREED IR E SR, i

Tﬁm fri E@

AERERBERITH

S RA(=

MR LA T I P R ARBEEEE N T RS

TTALXEFRRAL B O fifh
56113885 %15575 M 250m” 315 | 5.5 A R BRI AR ) U P AR ST

II

7% 103 e Jud JN\ lid JEL 56118880 [t iniEn St Tl . e\ B, (v A | FARMSEERTRAGE, | E AR, TS E
B quM‘FﬁEEj W EHNBAAE, miﬁ Gt | EEEEERTAENDK | HX 0] EEE(GT KR
BC%: 13420387630 | o (B A B /A o F b TN 1 A (137 . | B BBl AF P, A 40%) MBER =8
mg 2 H;( [~ Y 19906747494 UL - 5 1 /T 1L {1 5286 407 5 S i 5 N .33 BEFN 156 BE O % S AEERE . JNEE
P e —— FD Y2 FREE | aosnilenUoussbismamike | Rarimg o itiaer | & Ko, 2515
R A\ = rFITACFLIIE , | 8 DO SRR R, TSRO |8 SRR R BT | o e ian ST
lﬁ é HE % .ﬁm%ﬁiﬁ%ﬁki@%%ﬂ%ﬁ% i@ﬁ% 167 %}—%Um_lﬁﬂ, gg;%zf;%ﬁ,Xﬁ%@a%(ﬁz(z%u?%ﬁj%ﬁs"]*ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ}\)\ ﬁﬁﬁEgﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁg‘Js ;g-l-lzi Eigé ?%i =
OEIE. B BRI 87295238 |15 R AT (EER) | IR 600~ Tk, (T o H 3% 057462915168 | Fizoei% 88330061
ORATRE AR L 56281878 | & 14, FHHEL BX A1 138058479388 THABRSGHERATH~EEA | 13957891168 18968376365 13567920891




