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Rural Basketball Games
Make a Slam Dunk in Ningbo
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Striving towards a modern

coastal metropolis .

“Three- point shot! On the buzzer!
Bravo!”
“ oyt Ha Ak,

“Dribble drive, dribble layup, slam
dunk, all in one smooth ... Oh no! Number
6 blocks the ball; the play breaks down!”
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Basketball spectators and the live
commentators were taken on an emotional
roller-coaster by the dramatic shifts on the
court during the inaugural “Village Bas-
ketball Association” (VBA) tournament fi-
nal held on the evening of August 8th at
the Rural Cultural Hall in Xiangshan
County, Ningbo, east China’ s Zhejiang
Province. Two teams from Zhushuixi Vil-
lage, Danxi Street and Dongmen Fishing
Village, Shipu Town, competed in a fierce
game.
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Despite the scorching temperature of
34°C and high humidity, the dazzlingly lit
basketball court was jammed with enthusi-
astic fans. Some leaned against the fences,
eyes unwavering, fully absorbed in the
game. Undeterred by the sultry weather,
these fans waved glow sticks vigorously
and cheered for their favorite teams, creat-
ing an electric atmosphere reminiscent of
NBA games.
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All players and cheerleaders are from
the grassroots community. During compe-
tition breaks, local art troupes performed
traditional dances, including the thunder-
ous drums of “Drumming Peninsula”, the
graceful moves of “Chinese Red” and the

Village players compete in the basketball finals in Xiangshan, Ningbo, China.

majestic and powerful performance of
“Mother and Son Dragon”. These capti-
vating performances were deeply appreci-
ated by local people.
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The victorious participants were re-
warded with exceptional prizes, such as
fresh large yellow croakers as well as the
renowned Xiangshan white geese (recent-
ly praised by technical officials at the
Asian Games as a world- class delicacy).
Additionally, they had the opportunity to
experience Xiangshan’ s rich intangible
cultural heritage representing local fla-
vors, fishing culture, cuisine, and more.
Each item presented with a profound
sense of pride and joy.
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Rural self-confidence was ignited by
such experiences. Just like the players

sprinting on the court, confidence soars in
every jump, shot, and throw.
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The VBA tournament, co- organized
by the Xiangshan County Committee Pub-
licity Department and the Xiangshan
County Bureau of Culture, Radio, Televi-
sion, Tourism, and Sports, traversed
through 18 towns, streets, and districts
from June to August. It captured the atten-
tion of residents from 352 villages in
Xiangshan.
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Wherever VBA went, it stirred up
waves of excitement. “Finished eating?
Let’ s go watch the game!” became the
evening greeting among rural elders. The
enchanting melodies of “village songs”
and the captivating performances of “vil-
lage dances” echoed across the Xiangshan
Peninsula. The demand for “village souve-
nirs”soared, and even mobile vendors sell-
ing popsicles kept tabs on VBA’ s game
locations and schedule, “As VBA gains
popularity, villagers gain wealth!”
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In the final match of VBA, the Dong-
men Fishing Village team from Shipu
emerged as the champions. The final
game drew 320,000 spectators and online
views. However, its significance extends
beyond mere popularity as it ignited a vi-
brant enthusiasm within 18 villages and
towns, fostering a deep desire to whole-
heartedly embrace culture, sports, and lei-
sure activities. While few may remember
who took home the large yellow croaker
or secured the championship, the excite-
ment and vibrancy of VBA will forever be
etched in people’ s hearts. The true cham-
pions of this two- month competition are
the residents of Xiangshan!
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