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At 9 a.m. on September 19, the men’s
beach volleyball event in Xiangshan coun-
ty raised the curtain of the 19th Asian
Games at Banbianshan Beach Volleyball
Center, a co-host venue in Ningbo. The
game starters from the Chinese sports del-
egation, Wang Yanwei/Li Jie, snatched a
2-0 win over Abdallah Alarqan/Ibrahim
Qassiya from the Palestinian men’ s
team. This promising victory serves as a
morale boost for the followers of Asiad
events and the Chinese sports delegation,
known for their signature of red attire and
“go-getter” potential.
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Two hours after the men’ s opener,
Xue Chen and Xia Xinyi from the Chinese
women’s beach volleyball team eased to a
2-0 victory over their opponents from Sri
Lanka. In the afternoon women’ s session,
the duo of Wang Fan and Dong Jie beat
their counterparts from Tajikistan 2-0.
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At the 19th edition of the Asiad,
Ningbo hosts two events: sailing and
beach volleyball. The beach volleyball
competition runs from September 19 to
September 28, with 94 athletes from 17
countries and regions participating. The
gold medal matches for women and men
will take place on September 27 and Sep-
tember 28 respectively. The sailing
events, spanning from September 21 to
September 27, will embrace 134 sailors
from 17 countries and regions to compete
for 14 gold medals.
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Ningbo Witnesses Opening Victories of
Chinese Team at Asian Games
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Striving towards a modern
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coastal metropolis . .

The women’ s beach volleyball preliminary match between
China and Sri Lanka

(cr. Zheng Kaixia)

The men’ s beach volleyball preliminary match between
China and Palestine

(cr. Tang Yan)
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“I am hyped up to win the opening
match and set a good start for our beach
volleyball team.” Player Wang concluded
that he and his teammate had performed at
the expected level and noted that the
whole venue was filled up with shouts and
applause from spectators. “My partner
and I will maintain a good competing state
in the following matches with the best ver-
sion of ourselves and will be going all out
to secure a place on the final podium.”
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Li Jie - teammate of Wang - add-
ed, “We didn’ t play to our full potential at
the very beginning. The weather is quite
hot, and this is a significant event, so it is
quite different from our regular competi-
tions and daily training. However, we
managed to adapt to the unexpected and
showed our competitiveness. We will ride
the wave of our success and take solid
steps to reach our goals.” He also praised
the Xiangshan Beach Volleyball Center in
Ningbo: “This is my first time competing

here, and I feel that the venue is spectacu-
lar and of a high standard.”
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The Chinese women’ s beach volley-
ball “golden duo” of Xue Chen and Xia
Xinyi also achieved a victory in the morn-
ing matches, defeating their opponents
with a score of 21-5 and 21- 8. Another
pair of Chinese female players, Wang Fan
and Dong Jie, played in the afternoon and
secured a 2-0 (21-9, 21-7) win in just half
an hour.
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The Chinese women’ s beach volley-
ball team has claimed titles in the last 5
editions of the Asian Games. And for this
year, they aim to defend their title and
grab a sixth title. Xue anticipated, “We are
competing and striving for the sixth cham-
pionship in a row. Two top duos play for
China this time. But this belt- and- braces
approach does not promise us a definite
gold; we still have to give our all in every
match.”
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Responding to the first day results of
three victories, Wang and Dong humbled
their expectation: “We should not be com-
placent, and we will take the coming
events seriously and commit ourselves.”
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“I felt a little nervous at first but was
soon motivated towards competing mode
as it’ s the opening match and the zealous
spectators were cheering for us,” Wang
added. “Whoever we encounter later, the
first thing we need to do is to make the
most of ourselves.”
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