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Hong Kong Girl Searches Roots

in Ningbo

Striving towards a modern
coastal metropolis . .
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=FangZs-thank-youno note—

The ongoing 19th Asian Games ex-
udes a heartwarming ambiance despite
fierce competitions. A Hong Kong girl of
Ningbo descent said in Ningbo dialect
when interviewed at the Ningbo Asian
Games Athletes’ Village that, she wished
to taste authentic Ningbo rice cakes; it
soon drew extensive attention. In a few
days, she will finish her service to Asiad
in her hometown Ningbo and return to
Hong Kong.
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It is reported that this post- 1990s
Hong Kong girl, named Fang Keqiao,
serves as a team official of the Chinese
Hong Kong delegation, engaging in psy-
chological counseling at the Games. Al-
though she had a strong desire to experi-
ence more of the
her tight schedule and strict discipline left
her with no opportunity to explore and sa-
vor the local delights.
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“Ningbo atmosphere,”

To fulfill the small wish of Fang, at
7:45 a.m. on the morning of September
23rd, reporters of NVigbo Evening News
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- fueled by the “enthusiasm of Ningbo
locals”
Xiangshan Asian Sailing Center in Ning-
bo, waiting for the young fellow towns-

- took the earliest bus to the

woman at the athletes” entrance.
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Interestingly, it was Fang who recog-
nized the reporters first:
so much fairer that it kept you from recog-
nizing me? When we first met, I didn’ t
even have time to wash my face and I was
so tanned. Today, I applied a lot of sun-
screen powder.” Days of interviews and
interactions have made her form a cordial
friendship with the reporters.
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“Have I become
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Fang was stunned for several sec-
onds by the well-prepared “Ningbo gifts”
in the media center and exclaimed,
“Wow! This is such a pleasant surprise!”
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“Having learned that you’ d like to
try Ningbo rice cake, a local rice cake pro-
ducer in Cicheng sent you two large boxes
of its products, along with exquisite moon-
cakes and a tea food box. Considering that
you didn’ t have time to explore your
hometown this time, the Ningbo Munici-
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pal Bureau of Culture, Radio, Television,
and Tourism has prepared the book ‘ Taste
of Ningbo’ and a hand-drawn tourist map
of Ningbo for you, hoping you’ 1l come
back to Ningbo more often in the future.
Furthermore, we have ‘Surname Seals’
and ancient- style cultural and creative
items from Tianyi Ge Museum, as well as
the ‘Ten Miles of Red Wedding’ blind
box from the Ningbo Museum. And you
can also see a commemorative edition of
the Mingbo Evening News' front- page
frame ....”
porters’ introduction.
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Fang was overjoyed by the re-

“Ilove food and reading; these are in-
deed amazing!” Fang exclaimed. She was
immersed in the excitement of smelling
the rice cakes, opening the blind box, and
taking photos with her “self on the front
page of Ningbo Evening News' .
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Later, she took out of her bag a Hong
Kong version of the Asian Games emblem
and some snacks for the reporters as a
“thank-you gift.”

FJ E ll\\ =

561 18880
56118885

O FEMRIB/IF1A 87778900

SEXTER -

O HIE. B ZiR 44} 87295238

BEJS , it BB R Y — Ko Rl is
BE L S/ N EIEAIEE SIEEFL7,

To help fulfill the dream of this Hong
Kong “hometown girl,” the reporters had
previously visited the ancestral village of
Fang in Ningbo, known as Fangjia Village
in Jishigang town.
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Fangjia Village is currently the home
to 132 households with a total population
of 349 residents, predominantly surnamed
Fang. During the Ming and Qing dynasties,
they migrated from Linhai City, Taizhou,
Zhejiang to settle in this village. In 2004,
the village merged with Yangguangiao
Village and Wangchun Village to form the
present Wanzhong Village. Today, Fangjia
Village has preserved its ancestral hall and
some old houses, with some villagers
moving to the town or the “Fangjia New
Village” residential area. Walking into the
original Fangjia Village which features
blue bricks, small tiles, and horsehead
walls, one can clearly witness a splendid
transformation and enjoy the beautiful ru-
ral landscape of a clean village, pictur-
esque scenery, and prosperous residents.
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Rather pitifully, the old house of
Fang Keqiao’ s family has been demol-
ished. However, the former village secre-
tary of Fangjia Village, Mr. Fang Jifa, is
still left with a vivid impression of her
grandfather’ s family. He welcomes Fang
to come back to the village to trace her
family history during her free time, finally
adding: “I am currently working on a pic-
ture of the old appearance of Fangjia Vil-
lage in the 1950s. After it’ s done, I can
give a copy to Kegiao.”
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Journalists: Xie Shuyi, Pan Miao
Translator: Pan Wenjie

Proofreaders: Lu Yuchen,
Lin Yongyi, Jason Mowbray
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