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From December 3rd to 11th, 49 mu-
sic stars from 18 countries were drawn to-
gether for the 2023 Ningbo International
Vocal Competition, co-hosted by Ningbo
Municipal People’ s Government and the
Central Conservatory of Music. These cul-
tural ambassadors competed for the cham-
pionship in this top- tier event, bringing a
refreshing audio-visual feast to the citizens
of Ningbo.
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In 2003, Ningbo found a
key,” unlocking a path to its high- quality
cultural development. The following year,

“golden

this port city played host to a variety of
events as a sub- venue for the 7th China
Arts Festival in Zhejiang. In 2005, the 3rd
China International Vocal Competition
took place in Ningbo, preluding a string of
comebacks every three years since then ...,
and up to this year’ s new pitch, the global
vocal event has composed its Ningbo tale
for 18 years.

2003 4, TS IR R T —
L FIHF T ERERREBE,
20044, SRR EZARTITEH L2417,
TRAVEN GG = HED T — RFESD;
2005 £F, 88 = R [E E b5 AR EL 2R T
2805 IS, 2008 FEEE VT . 2011 AR 58

[Tl )
56118885

International Vocal Competition
Pitches Higher Ningbo Culture

Striving towards a modern
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The 2023 Ningbo International Vocal
Competition has attracted 417 contestants
from 43 countries and regions across five
continents — record-breaking in terms of
both the number of participants and the di-
versity of their regions - and overseas
preliminary rounds were established for
the first time. After multiple rounds of
elimination, 49 vocal dream chasers from
18 countries stood out on the final stage,
competing to their
through song performances, and singing

showcase charm
out the melody of friendship.
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This year’ s judging panel had 9 lumi-
naries in the international vocal teaching
and stage performances arena. This gather-
ing of top influencers was chaired by Yuan
Chenye, Professor and Ph.D. supervisor
from the Vocal Department of the Central
Conservatory of Music. The rest boasts 6
international judges (from the United
States, Austria, the United Kingdom, Italy,
Belgium, etc.), including Sherrill Milnes, a
renowned American baritone singer on par

with Luciano Pavarotti.
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Peter Paul Kainrath is the chairman
of the World Federation of International
Music Competition (WFIMC). According
to him, Ningbo International Vocal Com-
petition — a member of the World Interna-
tional Music Competition Alliance — pro-
vides a stage for vocal performers from
various countries to showcase their talents
and engage in mutual exchange. This fur-
ther promotes cultural interchange and co-
operation. Every stage of the competition
is well-organized, allowing them to experi-
ence the musical culture and traditions of
the city of Ningbo. At the same time, we
can feel everyone’ s love and enthusiasm
for music.
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In recent years, harmonic hosting of
international vocal competitions has ac-
corded Ningbo with another shining call-
ing card of being a musical city. For this
coastal city in East China, tens of thou-
sands of people are regularly involved in
choir training and performances. Local
musical talent has gradually grown, shin-
ing on both domestic and international
stages. Performances themed around “Cul-
ture and Arts Enriching Aesthetics” are in-
fusing various art forms. Vocal music,
symphony, traditional Ningbo opera, popu-
lar music, and other kinds of musical
feasts, all are blooming in Ningbo and
echoing through households.
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Source:
Ningbo Municipal Bureau of Culture,
Radio Television and Tourism

Translator: Pan Wenjie
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